CHAPTER  XVIII
THE conference at Lucca and the Senate's indif-erence had determined Cicero to throw in us lot with the trimmers He had lemon-trated with Pompey on the imprudence of piolong-ng Caesar's command Pompey, he thought, would md out m time that he had made Csesai too strong or him, but Pompey had refused to listen, and Dicero had concluded that he must consider Ins own nterests His brother Quintus joined the army in jraul to take part in the invasion of Butain, and to ihare the dangers and the honois of the wintei which ollowed it Cicero himself began a warm corre-ipondence with Caesar, and through Quintus sent con-anued messages to him Literatuie was a neutial rround on which he could approach his political memy without too open discredit, and he com ted jagerly the appioval of a critic whose literaiy genius le esteemed as highly as his own Men of genuine ibikty are rarely vain of what they can do leally ;vell Cicero admired himself as a statesman with jhe most unbounded enthusiasm He was proud of ais verses, which were hopelessly commonplace In jhe art in which he was without a rival he was nodest and diffident He sent his various writings or Caesar's judgment " Like the travellei who has xverslept himself," he said, "yet by extractdinary axertions reaches his goal sooner than if he had been earlier on the road, I will follow youi advice and